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People of Great Britain. 


My Fellow Countrymen. 


Ta year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety eight has opened upon us in a very von- 
derful manner. We seem doomed to act a con- 
spicuous part upon the theatre of the globe. 
While the fate therefore of our country is weigh- 
ing in the balance, permit a secluded individual, 
attached to no party, and fettered by no system, 
but ranging at large through the field of investi- 
gation in the search of truth, to submit to your 
consideration a few brief remarks, which, whether 
you acquiesce in the propriety of or not, as the 
offering of patriotism upon the altar of humanity, 
you will at least, I hope, ſavor with a candid 
and dispassionate hearing, — 5 


We 


E 

We are arrived, my Countrymen, at a very 
awful period of human existence; when Revo- 
lution is cutting its way through the world with 
fire and sword, and overturning the 7hrones of 
princes and the establishments ſounded on the 
rock of ages; when from the ashes of empires 
prostrate and crumbling to pieces, new states 
and new manners are rapidly growing up, and 
spreading themselves, and disseminating their in- 
fluence in every direction over the face of the 
earth ; and when war, desolating war, from which 
happily we have hitherto sat aloof, is approach- 


ing our own $hores, and the sword of an ambi- 


tious and inveterate enemy, red with sJaughter 
and flushed with victory, is drawn only to be 
sheathed upon our submission or destruction. 


Let us eonsider this crisis with seriousness, 
for which of us can tel] whether it may not form 
the epoch of the departure of Old England's 
glory, and of the beginning of her downfall. Sur- 
rounded by the bulwatk of the ocean, and pro- 
tected by a naval force, which for magnitude 


and valour, is probably unmatched in the annals 


of the world, we listen with composure to the 
threats of invasion, and, rolling ourselves up in 
our supposed invincibleness, we ridicule the ef- 
frontery and defy the efforts of our enemies. 
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But let us be cautious how we indulge ourselves 
in a premature security. In all cases of this na- 


ture, every thing depends upon public opinion; 
aud you need not, I am sure, to be informed 


that this opinion has, of late, been materially | 


changed by the course of events, and is even 
no changing every day. If public opinion be 
= favourable to the cause of revolution, our fleets 


and our armies fight against it to no purpose. 


lf the voice of the people demand a renovation 
of government throughout the world, all milita- 
ry force opposed to that voice will be found as 
small dust upon the balance. In the ages of 

328 darkness and ignorance, fleets and armies were 
1 engines of very great potency; but at present 


their influence is on the decline, and it is not 
impossible that succeeding generations may be- 
hold them reduced, in pojnt of real efficacy, to 
a mere. cipher. 


Be not then deceived, my Countrymen, with 
glare and inconsistency. Delude not yourselves 
with elysian prospects and gardens of paradise, 
while perspectives croud around you of unculti- 
vated fields, decaying cities and ravaged hamlets. 


| Touch not the apples of Sodom, however fair to, 


the sight, lest they crumble into dust between 
your fingers. 
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I do really apprehend this country, at this 
moment, to be in most eminent danger; and I 
am decidedly of opinion that without an imme- 
diate, a full, a free and firm union of all parties 
and persuasions among us, Fngland will from 
henceforth be nothing more than a conquered 
province, and a gaudy appendage of France. 
The democratic principle has already revoluti- 
onized the greater part of Europe, and it will 
inevitably extend itself to the capital and heart 
of these kingdoms, if we do not set a consummate 


example of political virtue, by inſtantaneous and 
effectual coalition. 


There is, perhaps, in every extremity an ac- 
cording mode of action, which no man, who loves 
his country and his kind with a holy and ardent 
affection, will lightly be persuaded to deviate 
from. On the eve of great events we must 
make great sacrifiges; nor is any situation so de- 
plorable as to preclude the hope of amendment 
if we do but guard against desperation of con- 
duet. We owe it, my Countrymen, as a ſolemn 


| duty, at this period, to our children and to pos- 


terity, to call up the resources, of our own sober 
reflection, and with fortitude to meet, and 


with prudence to provide against, those evils. 


Which: a fatal policy has brought upon us, and 
which 
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18 | which it does not now seem to be in our power 
1 to avoid. | 
e- 
es It is unnecessary here to enter much at large 
m into the origin of our present dreadful and dis- 
d asterous contest. It seems to be an opinion very 
e. generally entertained, though with what justice ö 
ti- 1am not able to determine, that under pretence 
ill MA of a frivolous object we began the war, in be- 
rt WE half of another power who did not wish for our 
te assistance, and who even begged of us to be 
1d © quiet, and with all Europe on our side, and that 
Wwe are now continuing it, in behalf of ourselves 
f and of our own existence as a nation, and with 
C- 1 almoſt all Europe against us. Whether these be 
es 1 points of too stubborn validity to admit of refuta- 
nt K. tion is uncertain, but it is very likely that were 
te refutation possible, it would not now be available, 
st 3 
e- The only question therefore, my Countrymen, 
nt which at present remains for our conſideration 
n. is, whether we ſhall be united against the com- 
an mon enemy or not; for whatever may have been 
5 our follies or whatever our crimes, it is now too 
er late to recal their consequences; we can only 
ad guard against them. The British nation, most 
= impoliticly perhaps, but most unequivocally i is 
ad committed by the British government, and ve 


must abide the result. 
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hieve, a phenomenon in the annals of histo ry. 
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The subjugation of an united nation is, I be- 


Divide et impera has been, and will I doubt con- 
tinue to be, the grand machiavelian instrument "mo 
of destruction to every state and kingdom upon 
earth; and it is perhaps upon this principle 
chiefly, the natural result of their revolutionary 
doctrines, that the late unexampled successes of 
the French are to be accounted for. There ig 
a, Suspicion lurking in the minds of many even 
well-meaning persons among us, .that no solid 
reformation will ever be brought about in these 
kingdoms, without the intervention of a foreign 
force; and that consequently, to oppose that 
bores would be to strike at the root of their 

vn happiness, and to destroy all prospect of 
ant amelioration. As this is an opinion which 
has, for some time, gone abroad, and which is 
evidently replete with consequences of the most 
pernicious tendency, you must excuse me in ad- 
yerting to it somewhat more at large. 


am one, my Countrymen, who, like the 
most zealous and sanguine among yourselves, re- 
joice to behold. a spirit of reform working its 
way into the human heart, I see with rapture 
the stream of knowledge rushing, like a torrent, 
from every height, and inundating and invigora- 


ting 


E11 3 


ng every barren, burnt-up soil of every quarter 
. of the globe. 1 hail the approach of an epoch 
"8 which, 1 hope and trust, may eventually stam̃p 
4 he departure of human misery and the intro- 
auction of human happiness; and I daily and 
rigbuy put up my prayer to the Almighty father 


of the universe that he would vouchsafe, in the 


WE midst of our tumults, our slaughters and dissen- 
8 0 W tions, to cause all things to work together for our 
"8 good. This I do, and I think myself the Better 
N man and the sounder christian for doing this. 


Remember however, my Countrymen, that it 


9 is one thing to be an advocate in behalf of gene- 
ral, peaceful, progressive reform, but quite an- 
WE other to wish this reſorm brought about by foreign 

and forcible means, or by any sudden interven- 
WE tion of popular and irresistible commotion : for 

WT 1 must still be allowed to think, notwithstanding 
WE what has happened, of late, to modern states and 

WE kingdoms, which have changed their form of 
TY government without much apparent confusion, 


that the difference between reformation, the de- 
liberate work of time, and revolution, the mad 
impulse of the moment, is by far too considerable 


| | $ | | to be treated with disdain. 


Human blood, my Countrymen, is too cstly 
ts 


E 


to be spilt without occasion; and becomes not 
us who honestly consult the improvement and 
happiness of mankind, to imitate the conduct of 
those who carry their understandings at the point 
of their bayonets, and in whose Strength is their 
law. So long as we employ reason only in the 
detection of national abuses; so long as we con- 
scienciously and carefully examine for ourselves, 
and, with a view to the general interest, submit 
the result of our best and most matured investi- 
gation to the public decission, we act the part of 
| good citizens, we become entitled to à good 
report, and no force can be, and no force ought 
to be opposed to our exertions—but the moment 
we endeavour by other means than those of 
honest and sober enquiry to open the eyes of 
our feliow-creatures ; the moment we spirit up 
the multitude at home, or our enemies abroad 
to take part with us in our hostile opinions 
against the state; the moment we attempt to 
raise the arm ol the people against their govern- 
ors, before we have enlightened their minds, 
and civilized, in some degree, the unavoidable 
asperity of their manners; from that moment 
we forfeit all claim to the character of virtuous 
reformers, and become the mere CATALINES 
of conspiracy, wichout integrity and without 


excuse. | 
The 
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The times certainly call upon us for extreme 


W c2ution, and it would perhaps be better in the 
present critical state of affairs, when the nation 
is suspended, as it were, between life and death, 


to desist entirely from the business of reform, 


chan to drive it forward with a hasty and injudi- 
8 cious zeal. Premature revolution has been the 
= prolific source of many, I might say of most, of 

Vo those horrible excesses which have blotted the 
air face of freedom, and disgraced the renovati- 
on of government in France; and, if care be 
Wot taken, this is the fatal rock on which Eng- 
"4,98 Jand will split too. The watch word at pre- 


sent among the Jacobins of this country (for 


RF vith this title, it seems, their ill-judging enemies 
are determined to brand all who hear, see and 
"oF understand differently to themselves) is, I am 

5 told, radical reform ; an expression of very ex- 


| tensive, and, I suspect, of very variable import: 


but if by radical reform we are to understand 
WE gradual, peaceable, deliberate reform (and against 
any other species of it, I hope every honest 


heart will revolt) we have then nothing to do 
but to wait with patience, for such reform can- 
not long be delayed. Reason is silently, but 
| powerfully sapping the foundations of corrupti- 
on. Let us give reason time to work, and every 
unhallowed edifice erected on the i ignorance and - 


C misery 


C 

misery of man will gently fall into ruins, without 
involving the fate of a single human being in 
their destruction. 


Do not, my Countrymen, i beseech you, fuffer 
your minds to be warped by prejudice against 
any class or denomination of your fellow-crea- 
tures whatever. Do not be alarmed at a mere 
sound of words, but following the instructions 
of holy writ, prove all things, and hold fast to that 
which is good. I know that among the reformers 
of England there are men of extensive abilities 
and of warm hearts. I know that against many 
of them, calumny may shoot her shafts in vain. 
If they be liable to condemnation, it is not so 
much, perhaps, on the score of their intentions, 
which charity that thinketh no evil must deem to 
be virtuous, as for the means which they some 
of them seem disposed to adept towards the 
more effectual attainment of their ends. Yes, 


my Countrymen, it is this part only of their con- 


duct that can be arraigned with justice; for 
circumstanced as we are, even the purest zeal 
may precipitate upon their unhappy country tbat 
torrent of flagitious enormities, from the influ- 
ence of which as no man can escape, so every 
man should prepare himself with vigour to 
oppose. . 
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"8 they quickly experienced that total annihilation 
hs. of liberty, which their enemies had, in vain 


C363 


1 do not say that a revolution in England is 
not necessary, or is not meditated, or even 
uin not actually be accomplished ; but I do say 


Y that we had much better be without reformation 
x 


_ N 
1 1 d 


1 than to have it forced upon us by a 
French Directory, or by french generals | in the 


2 midst of their-armies and at the mouths of their 
| cannon. I da say that it would be far more 


ten to trust the enlightening of the multi- 
E tude rather to time, which is the soundest in- 
Itructor, than to the powerful interference of a 
er enemy, who, after having conquered us, 
are at full liberty to bestow upon us what portion 
When 
Four ancestors, my Countrymen, called in the 
E Saxons to defend them against the incursions of 


1 | 
os Ne Picts and Scots, they were soon taught to 


e 


| repent of their temerity ; for from those friends 


2 
None struggled to effect. 


But even allowing that our adversaries have 
no sinister designs, and that their sole motive in 
invading us, is, as they affect, to deliver the en- 
glish people from the tyranny of the english 
government, still, my Countrymen, if we would 
pot desert the cause of truth and j Justice, we must 


C2 oppose 


* 1 


oppose their interference; for all appeals to force 
in the enlightening of the human mind, is firmly 
and invariably to be condemned. The good 
sense of the people of England is, I hope, .per- 
fectly adequate to the work of reformation, with- 
out the aid of a French Directory. If there be 
not honesty and sagacity enough in the nation 
to effect its own happiness, that happiness will 
receive little increase from the introduction of 
french principles by force of arms. If we can- 
Not, by the aid of our own reason, accomplish, 


gradually and soberly, our own political renova- 


tion; if we cannot, by our own exertions, per- 


fect, in silence and in safety, our own constituti— 


on, we deserve to groan under the burden of 
its abuses for ever. 


Wich the revolution of France before us; its 


virtues and enormities, its miseries and benefits, 


a wide field of reflection opens to our view. 


We may, my Countrymen, be better off than we 


are, much better; but we may also be much 
worse, We have in the present distorted state 
of society lost, it may be, some of the most valu- 
able rights of man; but why Should we wade 
through a sea of blood to recover them, when, 
by the influence of reason only, they must so 
bhortly be restored to us? From the invention 


| of 
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* of printing, I date the epoch of human happi- 
ness. Since that eventful period, knowledge 
1 has been running her silent career, and shedding 
ver pure rays of light over every corner of the 
4 benighted globe. Let us commit, with confi- 
EE dence, her future progress to the guardianship 
x Fof time, who will prudently speed it no faster 
q chan is requisite for the good of humanity, 
Time will gradually unfold the faculties and im- 
__ the understanding. Time will prepare 
man for the profitable enjoyment of his rights 


v1 | 
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in perfect our codes of legislation and our 
. of religion, without hurrying the mind, 
Win its first dawnings of sagacity, through refor- 
1 mation, through revolution, through bloodshed 
* hh 9 .d through crimes. If the success of truth be 
our object, time will ensure that suecess. 


I doubt, however, whether we be not, many 
bo vf us, more anxious to signalize our zeal against 
ou ine opinions of one other, than fairly and dispas- 
We 5ionately to serve the cause of truth. I see not 
those broad and liberal principles among us, 
= bicb convince me that we have the happiness 
1 of human beings at heart; but I behold the nar- 
boy spirit of party encroaching upon every pro- 
Vince of investigation, and $wallowing up all that 
charity 


1 Land the virtuous discharge of his duties. Time 


| 
| 
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charity towards each other, and all that philan- 
thropy towards the human race, which ought 
uniformly to characterize the patient, useful 
xesearches of an unprejudiced mind, 


Decadency of national benevolence is one 
great source, my Countrymen, of our national 
calamities, At the very moment when destruc- 
tion glares us in the face abroad, are we harras- 
ing and reviling one another at home. There is 
not a man among us with a spark of probity 
about him, if we give credence to the report of 


those with whom, in his political sentiments, he 


happens ta differ. O! it is a dreadful sight ta 
behold a City in flames, and its inhabitants tearing 
one another to pieces, instead of assisting to ex- 
f fipguish the conflagration that threatens to level 
(beir common dwellings with the dust! Where 
is that greatness of soul, which, in the moment of 
general distress, can overlook individual injury ! 
How long shall England be doomed to find in 
ber own children the source of her own de- 
struction! How long shall our blind and ranco- 
rous disputations slander every profession of 
manly rectitude, and impede the progress of uni: 
Yersal happiness 1 


| Ny Countrymen, if you « do not instantly sacri- 


fice 


tC 4} 
| | fice animosity at the sbrine of patriotism ; ik you 
"INV do not give up these mutual and shameful revi- 


ful M lings, and unite, band and heart, against the com- 
9 mon enemy, your subjection is certain. The 
english constitution may, in many instances, be 
one g hamefully abused; but I still question, and shall 
nal | bn long continue to question, whether the forcible 
ue: „ introduction of a republican code would be 
ras- 9990 a change materially, or even at all, for the 
e is f 5 better. We certainly see nothing in the conduct 
DitY or the French Directory, at present, which can 
of "| {induce us to place any peculiar confidence on 
he ne integrity of their interference. An open vi- 
1 1 folation of the rights of nations; an artful and 
ring ME overbearing ambition; and an unprincipled and 
ex- unprecedented system of extortion (for of all 
evel WE wese crying offences”, if the best authenti- 
here WS cated reports do not belie them, they must un- 
it of 4 W cquivocally be deemed guilty) are circumstances 
ry! i but ill adapted to make us in love with their 
d in fraternization. Behold the objects of their subju- 
de- : + | gation—Holland—Spain—the States of Italy 
nco- Wl the Circles of Germany the Cantons of Swita 
1 of zerland! Which of these kingdoms has not 
uni, France already treated, or may not hereafter 
TE treat, if it be her pleasure, as a conquered coun: 
| = try. And will England alone be the favoured 
Cri- 


child of her adoption? England whose powerful 
| | arm 
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arm has with-held from her the empire of the 
Ocean, and whose sword, in the fields of Cressy 
and Agincourt, spread confusion through her 
hosts, and shook her 'till she trembled from one 
end of her vast dominions to the other? Ah no! 
contribution without end and confiscation wich- 
out mercy, must, J fear, be the inevitable price 


of her Jraternal protection, come when it will, or 


how it will. 


Were France that divinity, that model of po- 
litical perfection and just government, which 


every nation voluntarily fell down and worship- 


ed, and which no nation, without a stain on its 
integrity, could have the effrontery seriously to 
oppose ; even in this predicament, I do aver, 
that we should be better without her interference 
than with it. In the present progressive state of 
knowledge, there are perhaps, few civilized king- 
doms that are not competent to effect their own 
regeneration ; and this regeneration will be much 
more perfect and palatable, as the work of their 
own hands, than as a measure of- compulsion 
from the hands of a foreign conqueror. Con- 
viction by reason, my Countrymen, is a blessing ; 


but conviction by force is so vile a curse, that I 


know but of one abomination more infamous, 
and that is, conviction by fire and fagot, by the 


0 


guillotine, or by the halter, 
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| O unhappy country! couldest thou but be 
WT faithful to thyself, how little wouldest thou have 
io fear from others! Strong is thy might, and 
2 many are thy means; but that might, those means 
8 are weakened by division. The secession of op- 
9 position at the present moment, must be lamented 
as a general misfortune. It is true that the still, 
small voice of reason has not been heard in the 
WE tumult of our reproachful and unnatural debates: 
ic is true that we have despised the © prophetic 
WE warning” which would have spared the blood 
and treasure of contending nations, and covered 
mm ngland with glory; but it is equally true that, 
Nia season like this, every spark of offended 
1 pride should be extinguished in every bosom, 
and though advice repeatedly offered may have 
deen repeatedly rejected, yet, so long as a hope 
remains that our country will in any degree, how- 
ever distant, be benefited by it, it is a duty due 
to that country, under all discouragements, to 
continue to offer it. 

Highly does it behove us to take thought be- 
fore hand, and to act with caution. Ours is a 
perilous stuation. We are now the sole mark 
of an inveterate adversary who, it must be con- 
fessed, has received too many provocations from 
us, not to retaliate with vengeance, whenever 
n © ,, 


1 


the opportunity for such retaliation offers. I do 
not wish to impress upon your minds any unne— 
cessary terrors. I do not represent the french 
nation as the ravager of peace ful hamlets, or the *M 
murderer of their innocent inhabitants; nor do. = 
I with an holy execration, a cursed be Canaan, call 
upon all ranks of people to rise in a mass against 
their common enemy, and to pursue, with pre- 
sent destruction and everlasting enmity, those 5 
hordes of atheistical plunderers. No, my Coun- 
trymen, I should be sorry to erect the fabric of 
our defence upon so alarming, and, it is to be 
hoped, so unjust a foundation. Much of the 1 | 
enormity of our fellow-creatures, both at home 
and abroad, must be set down to the account of 
those unfortunate prejudices and passions which 8 
but too inhvariably, and too powerfully charac. 1 j 
terize the human mind. Such passions I am far 
enough from desiring to exasperate by cruel and 
inflated reflections. Let me, therefore, conjure ll 
you to rest all serious opposition to the designs Wil 
of our enemy, at the present moment, not upon »Y 
their implacable animosity towards us, for alas! 
this animosity has, 1 fear, been but too recipro- 
cal; but upon the solemn obligation, binding | "'Y 
alike on the conscience of every man of every 
persuasion, of supporting, to the utmost of our 
power, that independent spirit of free investiga- 
| tion, 


„ | 
tion, from which alone can result general im- 


7 provement, and without which, even England 
1 


9 itself, the cradle of liberty, would soon degene- 
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rate into a land of egypt and an house of bondage. 


French principles and french arms are now 
over-running the world; and did I think that 
french principles would produce english happi- 
ness, I would not hesitate a moment to pray for 
WE their dissemination and success: but alas! it 
eems as if frail mortality was everlastingly doom- 
ed to abuse its noblest blessings. Liberal and en- 
lightened sentiment is every where disgraced by 
rude and licentious practice; and so little is the 
human mind prepared for improvement by revo- 


RE Cution, that inexhaustible source of carnage and of 
crime, that truth and reason are almost tempted to 
borsake their charge, and to repent of having ever 


entered upon so hopeless an employment as the 
amelioration of mankind. 


My Countrymen, I do seriously doubt whether 
a republican government such as we behold that 
of France at this moment, would at all, change 
the manners, or the condition of the mass of a 
people, in any nation for the better. What 
time may bring forth, Cod only knows; but, 
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judging from the past, 1 fear we have no great 
cause for triumph in the present unparalleled 
adoption of democratical principles. In the 
governments of that stamp which have hitherto 
obtained in the world, may we not clearly dis- 


cern the same ignorance and wretchedness 


among the common people; the same predilecti- 
on for unjust and unnecessary wars; the same 
line of duplicity, intrigue and ambition; and, 
notwithstanding all outward pretensions, the ſame 
real inequality among the children of one com- 
mon parent, that have alas" but too fatally cha- 
racterized the state of society in every age, and 
pager every political form ? 


When I behold a French Directory consulting 
general happpiness; when I observe the rulers 
of any nation correcting the manners, by in- 
creasing the comforts of their poor; when I see 
legislation seriously employed in imparting life 
and light to those miserable abortions of creation, 
and nobly striving to improve the condition of 
humanity, by a more equal, and, I should hope, 
not impossible improvement of the human mind 
then would I most sincerely rejoice, and then 
would I call upon you, my countrymen, to re- 


Joice with me, in the establishment of a govern- 


ment, which, whether monarchial or republican, 
whether 
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whether of english or french extraction, it would 


but, till then, I must be allowed to think that 
it would be little less than insanity to risk * the 
propriety of our isle,” and the destruction of a 
constitution, that, in its pure, native state (though, 

it may be, still highly improvable) very intimate- 
ly embraces some of the most valuable rights of 
man, for the introduction of tenets, which, how- 
ever plausible in theory, do not seem to have 
practically affected the state of society at large, 


tor to bave improved, in any material degree, 


he forlorn condition of human nature in any 
part of the earth. 


Let us then, my Countrymen, unite in our 
present emergency, and oppose an invincible 
bulwark against the overbearing ambition of an 
unprincipled enemy, whom the fate of aspiring 
empires long since deservedly leveled with the 


dust, does not seem to deter from the impolitic 
pursuit of universal dominion. The rulers of 
the french nation are, I fear, playing a very des- 
perate game. They are themselves committing, 
though under a more plausible guise, the same 


abhorred crime which was formerly charged 
home, with so much energy, upon their adver- 


aries, They are interfering in the government 


of 


be a sacrilege against God and nature to oppose 


» * 


* 1 
of every nation, over which, by craft or con- 
quest, they can gain sufficient ascendency ; and 

are closely imitating the vile conduct of those 
continental despots who would have strangled 
their revolution at its birth, and smothered the 
smiling cherub of liberty in its own blood. Can 
such conduct be entitled to praise? Can it hope 
for approbation from the honest mind? Ah no! 
virtue has ceased to admire, and integrity to ap- 
plaud! Monarchial France was the object of our 
enmity ; Constisutional France of our esteem ; 
but Republican France, should ber aggressions 


the theme of our execration. 


The trial is, in all likelihood, now fast ap, 
proaching which must decide the fate of these 
kingdoms. Should France and England fairly 
meet on british ground, (an event which 1 pray 
God, in his mercy, to avert) the contest will be 
dreadful indeed, but, if we are true to ourselves, 
it will also be short; ; and zrue to ourselves, every 
circumstance fairly considered, I do think we are 
in bonour, in duty, and in conscience bound to 
he. Let us then, without giving up our opinions, 
which no man may, or can do previous to con- 
Yiction, give up, our resentments—let us deposite 
| | on 


be much longer continued on the same unprece- | y 
dented scale, bids fair, and with justice, to be 
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vn the pure altar of patriotism our suspicions, : 
our contempt, and our hatred of each other; 
and, at the shrine of that holy religion whose be- 
nevolence embraces the whole circle of created 
being, in the presence of Him who hath made 


of one blood, all nations of men to dwell upon the 
Face of the earth, let us vow never to liſt the 


con- 
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nol word against the life of a fellow- creature, but 
Ph Fr when compelled to it, as at present, in defence 


of ourselves, of our families, and of every thing 
dear to us—and so solemnly protesting, and so 
nobly contending, let us, with one heart and one 
$oul, fill up the measure of virtuous; manly reso- 
lution, and swear — TO LIVE FREE, OR pix. 
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Forgive, my Countrymen, the warmth of chese 
unstudied effusions, which I submit to your 
consideration with perfect rectitude of motive, 
and with an earnest request, that you would 
vouchsafe to bestow upon them a candid and 
Serious perusal. In all my humble endeavours, 
I wish to serve the cause of truth, of justice, and 
of righiteousness; and sorry indeed should I be, 
through any impropriety of speech, or intempe- 
rance of sentiment, to injure that cause, or to 
disgrace that blessing of free, full, and honest 
investigation, which at all times, and more espe- 
cially, perhaps, in a season of calamity, it is 

equally 
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equally our right ta maintain, a Ggour duty to 
respect. May this freedam of investigation re 
main for ever sacred! May it survive the wreck 
of empires and flourish to remotest generations! 
May it live amidst the contentions. of mankind, 
and work out our salvation, even while we are 
etuployed in sccretly plotting its destruction ? 
and may we, my countrymen, with every nation 
under the face of heaven, rise up as one man, 


* 3-4 


to defend. it from proſanation, conscious that 
when it expires, every hope of human improves. 


went and human hapiness must expire with it. 
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